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W1II1am Butts Macomber ]:. S

By MIC}HEL STERNB v

. When William Butts Macomber Jr. w'aé
Assistant Secretar

from 1957 to 1962 and from"1976 to 1969
—he wheedled hundreds of . millions of
dollars out of an often-reluctant Congress
for work many members dlsmxssed as
mere *‘cookie pushmg

Now he has the job of raisi nz mar.y
millions of dollars more, some of St from
the Congress, for the cause of art.'As
the Metropolitan Museum of Art's presi-
dent, he will be in charge of management
and finances whxle a still-to-be-chosen
director' will be in “charge o( curatonal
=and artistic matters.
© . Mr. Macomber descrlbes hnmself as
| “an interested amateur of art, but far
“from a professional.” He sald he would
bring to the job “enthusiasm,” *'a life-
time fascination with archeology" go-

.Indian art and artilacts and “travel
“and experience in two’ of the world’s
i.greatest outdoor art museums—-—JOrdan
Pand 'I‘urkey," o RERNE
Hé Served as Ambassador to those’
“two countries, filled, like the Metropol-
L itan, with ancient art—in Jordan from
.1961 to 1964 and in Turkey from 1973
| to 1977. Those posts were the high-
" lights in a State Department carcer Zof
26 years that included service under
"six Presidents, begmnmg wuh Harry 5.
~Truman.

Champion of Minonty Groups -« - =

¢ & As part of ‘that service, he wis Dep-
uty Under Secretary of State for ad-

i

ministration from 1969 to 1973, in that .
post he carned the respect of his col- -

* " pority-group employees. into - posmoqs

S

. of “responsibility and: for " carrying

of State for Congres- . '
sional “relations—he served two terms, .

-~ Born March 28
- N.Y., Mr. Macomber went to- Phillips An- i

.ing back to student digs in '\!ame for -

19 April 1978

e Ieagues for promotmg women and his

through what came to be- known ‘as
“Macomber task forces.” i
While Xounger Forelgn Services ap-
preciated that work some were .also.;
critical of ‘his support of an’ *order they |
regarded as+a gag ‘rulé, requiring them.

PREY J;'.

to keep their dissents over policy- within :
the department and not: 1eak theu' vxews Ve

to Congress.
““His emqassy ran lxke clock\mrk. and
he was a very e‘cacung leader and a tough
administrator,.” said Altemur -Kilio, a
Turkish dipicmat who knew Mr. \«Iaccm-
ber well. “But he also was a very warm, ,
person, and his personal qualities made ;
many friends for the United States”in.
Turkey. We all gave him very hngh marks
- for his performance there.” .
Background in lntelligexz\ce PR
1921

,'.:1

doved Academy and then eamed degrees.
at Yale, Harvard and the University of

Chicago. He was-a Marine Corps lieuten- : ‘tory. In 1975 he published “The Angel’s

ant during World ‘War"II,“serving as a

parachutnst ‘with the thce of Strategic .

" Services.: When the: Korean War began,

‘Ne'vreturned “to “the 0.S.5.* by thé™" ref*

constituted as the Central Intelligence
Agency, and then passed into intelligence
work in the State Department.

That experience;sounds.a bit cloak-
and:daggerish but' Mr. Macomber in- -
sists that he was no James Bond-
“From algiost”.the ‘beginning . of my"

‘work with the department,” he said, 2l

"was involved with- management and
anlomacy, ‘with’ budgets . and the'

", Congress.”
cnled by

-That- background was
Douglas Dillon, . the . Metropolitan's =

chairman, as, the cluster of- quahues

, " trative vngor and ngn;er admlmstratnon :
in Rochester, o by

that led to Mr: MaCOmhers appont-
ment. He described the new president
as “emigently: qualified to provide the.
leadership” neded to handle the diffi- "}
culties the museum. anticipates in sup-:
'porting such costly new projects as the

*Temple of . Dendur, - the " Rockefeller

{.Wing for Primitive Art and the Amen- .
1 can Bicentennia] Wing: ., -, -

____._....‘—-
e

L Now a Business Enterprise, e
“With a constantly growmg budget’
“'that rose to $32.7- miilion in 1977, and
. an anticipated deficit of $400, 000 this
{ear the museum has become a vast .
ut loosely run business enterprise as .
I"well as the nation’s pre-eminent reposi-
sitory of art. And though Mr. Macomber-
iisaid- he -was taking  'the )ob with no .
t agenda in mind, the museum’s board is |
i ’known to_want him. tol bring adminis- -

t

. to the institution.. 5]

1

A bit over average hei ht and ath:

HetncaUy built, Mr. 'Macomber is a jog--

jiger, #. football and: boating enthusiast :
;and a keen student of American’ his-

; Game: *'A Handbook: of Modern Dxp)o-
macy.".-At-his :summer homein* Nan*
J tuckst; wherg:He.has beeni cqachlng .ne 4
-‘high- school foorball ‘team. & edal
Mr Macomber's wife, ‘the former”
Phyllis Bernau, was secretaxy to two
‘Secretaries of State—John Foster Dulles
and Dean Rusk. The couple have no
. children. Their idea of a pleasant’ eve-’
-ning off—a rare occasion in a busy life
—is a. qulet amner for a few .tlose
riends. ; PRI
.:Thouah, they never have lxved in New-‘
York, Lhey are looking forward to life
here "with only one worrying problem:.
how o accustom three fam;ly dogs to .
-gpartmnt living.', . v
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